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Volunteer Ruby Wilson with India Trevett and Josephine Kay. Photos Emma Haas

Left – Life guard Julia Tairua-Doyle is doing her third season with Surf Life Saving because she loves getting to know the children and 
passing on her knowledge. Right – SeaLink sponsors the programme’s tickets to the island, so cars and equipment can be brought over. 

Max McKubre carrying boogie boards to the beach. Aden McKubre led the sprinting races. Camilla Morrison is kick, kick, kicking away.

The ABCs of surf safety School might have been out for the past three weeks, 
but many primary students have still soaked up some 
educating hours in the sun with the City Nippers 
programme from Surf Life Saving Northern Region.

Children aged from five to 11 have dressed in orange 
rash vests and learned what a lifeguard is, how to be 
sun smart, water confident, surf safety, beach aware 
and so much more in six-hour courses run over three 
days on Oneroa Beach.

The children run in and out of the water in fun but 
safe games, compete against each other in races and 
kick, kick, kick when they take to the boogie boards.

Three weeks of City Nippers courses have run on 
the island, the final one ending last Thursday 24 
January, only made possible with the sponsorship 
from SeaLink which has transported the lifeguard 
educators and their equipment to and from the island 
throughout January.

The organisation's community education manager 
Clare Cotter said the education is important to island 
children as Waiheke doesn’t have paid or volunteer 
beach patrols.

“Water safety education has been a concern on the 
island for a number of years.” • Emma Haas
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4 Tui Street, Oneroa (behind the BP). 372-8960 or service@oneroaautomotive.co.nz

Racing from the shallow water to the beach is a big part of teaching the children to be water confident.

Left – Claire Armstrong pays close attention to the beach safety rules. Right –  Finnian Kenyon heading to the beach on a boogie board.
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Letters to the editor...
 Rabbit control needed 
I, like many other Waihekeans, have 
noticed an explosion in the population 
of rabbits on the island over the last two 
to three years.

This is concerning as rabbits are serious 
environmental and agricultural pests.

They cause damage in the following 
ways: Overgrazing of native and sown 
pastures leading to loss of plant biodi-
versity, prevention of regeneration of 
native shrubs and trees, competing with 

native fauna and domestic livestock for 
food and shelter, land degradation and 
erosion, and helping to increase and 
spread invasive weeds.

It is well known that Waiheke prides 
itself on the removal of possums from 
the island and its continuing campaign 
to get rid of rats.

The Waiheke Local Board is now de-
veloping a Waiheke Predator Free plan, 
which must surely include the goal of 

ridding itself of rabbits.
A local board meeting to address pest 

control on Waiheke will be held at 5.15pm 
on Thursday 31 January at the Council’s 
offi  ces in Belgium St, Ostend, at which I 
plan to raise this important matter. This 
is a public meeting.

Your prior support in the form of texts 
to me at 021 987 411 on rabbit sightings 
would be appreciated.

Terry Cammell, Rocky Bay

Safer in the surf
On behalf of Surf Life Saving Northern 
Region, I’d like to thank and commend 
the families who supported our January 
beach education programme at Waiheke 
and made us welcome on the island. 

We had a very positive response to the 
programme, fully justifying the invest-
ment by SLSNR, and we look forward 
to running similar programmes on the 
island next summer to help make the 
beach experience for children a safer one.

A big thank you as well to SeaLink who 
sponsored the programme on Waiheke, 
and helped make it all possible, by sup-
porting our transport costs to the island. 
We look forward to returning to Waiheke 
to help more children gain the skills to 
enjoy the ocean confi dently and safely. 

Clare Cotter, Community 
Education Manager

Surf Life Saving Northern Region

Enjoy your summer
Waiheke Island !
Fuel, LPG, ice, bait, trailer hire, 
ice creams, drinks, bread, milk, 
chocolate & much more…..

 
Opening Hours:

6:30am - 9:30pm

2-4 Tui St, Oneroa, Waiheke
Ph 09 372 8876
www.islandgas.co.nz

Drop in to see us at
2-4 Tui Street, Oneroa or 
visit islandgas.co.nz to book 
our 45kg and 9kg LPG home 
deliveries.


